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An A.S.U. Column was formed on the night of Ist,Nov. from men mobilised
to_counteract reprisals after the shooting of Sergt,Cronin.R.I.C,in :
Tullegore. = The mobilisation centre was Annaville.Raheen ,Geashill,
and after sightinjg a suitable position for an ambush and waiting some

days for the enemy to pass, eventually a lorry of Tans came from the
direction of Portarlington about 3 p.m. which A,S.U.opened fire on,
the Tans returned the Iire which was kept up for abput IO mins, by both
parties. The A.S.U. suffered no casualties. from informatiom
received from R.I.(C. Barrack-maid,Tullamore, there were 3 casualties as

a result of the exxExsxenbnk engagement.

" Remarks - This was the only position in this area_suitable for an ambush,

but for the attack to be saccessful the enemy would have to be travelling
from Tullamore direction.

Arms. = About 8 A.S.U. had rifles. the remainder had shot guns,revolvers,
and hand grenades.
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Al to B. was position of main body of A.S8.U% ( I3 men )
Ce weB position ef two men
D. = ofle man
E. 2 four men

F. * one man . :
one man Red Cross (shortsighted) was left at Headguarters.
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Men of the A.S.U. took position on the top of a low hill overlooking

road from Portarlington to Geashill and having waited one day for R,I.C,

to pass returned the following day when_about b o'clock in the evening of
the second day a party of %Ollqe and military were seen approaching from
Portar11n§ton direction, the U

tenders o ; )
marked (X) they halted and took cover and returned the fire which lasted

for about I5 miks.. The military had by now started an encircling move-
ment and A.S.U.had then to retire. Result not known. The distance

ilitary were allowed to pass, then the two
R.I.C.and Tans weee opened fire on when they came to position

between A,S.U., and Tanspasiiiaoms positions would be roughly 350 %ds. All
A.S.U, were armedwith rifles. 6 men took part(and one more dou

tful)
A. to B, position of snipers .
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